
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, November 4, 2015  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert 
E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. 
Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the 
Minutes of the October 7, 2015 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Joanne Palmieri.  Chairman Fasulo called up Joanne Palmieri and presented her with a plaque 
in appreciation for her service to the Park Board.  He said he worked with former Commissioner 
Palmieri for several years and said she brought a lot to the table.  He read the plaque thanking her 
for making our parks a place we can be proud of.  Applause.  Mrs. Palmieri said it was her 
second time around on the board.  She always found the board to be a pleasure to work with 
because they all worked together and politics was not involved.  She has been following the 
work of the board and believes they will go far and wished them all well. 
 
2. Jerry Limmer.  Chairman Fasulo called up Jerry Limmer to present him with the Outstanding 
Service Award plaque in honor of all his service to the community.  His name was suggested for 
this year’s award by Dave Lapreay and all the board members agreed on the choice.  Mr. 
Limmer was recognized for all his work with Music on the Green, Kids Series and other events 
in the town.  Chairman read the plaque thanking Jerry for his hard work and dedication in 
providing community entertainment.  Applause.  Mr. Limmer said it is a lot of work but is a 
labor of love.  He just completed 22 years.  He said everyone he has worked with has been great, 
including Joe LaPorte and Bill Masci.  He especially thanked Dave Lapreay for his support. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that two programs end this week: mens’ softball and adapted soccer.  He 
was very happy with the soccer program; the instructor was phenomenal.  He hopes to keep the 
ball rolling.   
 
Sports lighting for the football field at Rec Park: two quotes were received, from Musco Lighting 
and Techline.  Both have 25-year warranties and wireless controls.  Mr. Lapreay reviewed both 
quotes line by line “apples to apples” and is recommending the lowest bidder, Musco.  After the 
board makes a recommendation, it will go to Mark Sciota and eventually to the Town Council 
for approval.  Mr. Lapreay responded to questions on the type of bulbs and number of poles 
(both quotes are the same).  Commissioner Romano said he has found that Musco has a more 
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energy efficient product and that is better for us.  Mr. Lapreay said the town has to upgrade the 
system to hook up the 480V system. The town will cover that like it did for the soccer lights. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to recommend Musco Lighting for the sport field 
lighting.  Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lapreay gave an update on bow hunting.  Sign-ups have been consistent.  Three deer have 
been taken out so far, two bucks and one doe.  There have been no issues or complaints.  Tree 
forestry will be starting next week. We have been notifying hunters of that area. 
 
November 29th is the annual Santa in the Park from 2-4 p.m.  This year the event is being moved 
to South End School due to the solar panels in the park. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Natelli, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware notified the board of recent vandalism at Panthorn Park.  It was done by a car 
making “donuts” on the softball field.  It was heavily damaged and games had to be cancelled for 
a day.  A whole crew had to repair the field for the next evening.  This has happened before and 
the police have been notified.  Discussion followed about what security measures could be taken 
to avoid future vandalism, such as cameras, gate with a lock, blocking off access. Mr. Manware 
said boulders have been placed at an access point. 
 
Parks crew planted pear trees along the new parking lots on South Center Street.  Also, typical 
Town Green turf repair was done following the Apple Harvest Festival and other events.  There 
is still some electrical work that will be done by a contractor. 
 
The Milldale School sign was placed at the site.  Mr. Manware recommended waiting till spring 
to add some shrubs and lights. 
 
This Monday the leaf program will get started.  They will also be winterizing the restrooms when 
the leagues are done – after November 15.  He said it probably takes a good week to get it done.  
Leaves are taken care of as they go along in order to keep up with it. 
 
Commissioner Natelli made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  Rental Fees.  Mr. Lapreay asked if anyone had a chance to review what he sent out.  
Discussion ensued.  Mr. Lapreay felt that we should keep the current policy of not giving permits 
to out of towners since our space is limited.  He said there is no rush to make a decision but 
would like to have something in place by the spring.  Commissioner Galati said he did look at 
the documents from the other towns and believed the one from Farmington is a good model.  
Their program covers all different scenarios and we could use it to come up with a plan for our 
town.  Commissioner Romano also thought we could encourage groups/camps to use the turf 
field; it already has a rental fee schedule.  Mr. Lapreay will send out the documents again and the 
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Chairman suggested reviewing Farmington’s first.  We should have something in place by the 
spring. 
 
2.  League Subsidies.  Chairman said this subject has come up several times.  He now has the 
income tax documents and wants to really look them over because he feels that he could glean 
good information that will help the board decide how to proceed.  The Board of Finance is 
looking for some sort of standard allocation for the leagues.  Discussion followed on what might 
be appropriate for the various sports considering their expenses and deficits.  Commissioner 
Natelli suggested setting a standard number per participant and then another number/percentage 
for expenses.  After discussion of various scenarios, Chairman asked the board members to think 
about this, review the spreadsheet he gave them and provide him input on the “premises” 
column.  Give him your ideas so a proposal can be drafted for presentation to the Board of 
Finance. 
 
3.  Rails to Trails.  Commissioner DeFeo asked if anyone knew when the trail from Curtiss Street 
to Plainville would be done.  Commissioner Natelli provided some information he was aware of. 
The trail was planned in four phases.  Phases 1 and 2 are done.  Phase 3 is Curtiss Street to Lazy 
Lane and is mostly by Solvents Recovery.  They are decontaminating the property across the 
street from the police station.  He doesn’t know where they are in the five-year plan but once the 
cleanup is done, the trail will be constructed.  He also stated that the original plan was that SRS 
was looking to turn some field space over to the town for open space.  The 4th phase is from 
Milldale to Cheshire but that is Cheshire’s responsibility.  There is an issue in Plainville because 
they still have an active rail line.  They are trying to figure out how to manipulate that.  It was 
suggested to ask Mike Riccio, Garry Brumback or Mark Sciota on the current status of the 
project. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Schedule of Meeting Dates for 2016.  The proposed schedule was in the packet.  No one had 
any concerns with it.  Motion was made by Commissioner Natelli, seconded by Commissioner 
Romano to accept the 2016 proposed meeting schedule as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting 
by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Natelli and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 



DAVID A. LAPREAY 
Director of Recreation 
 
MICHAEL S. MANWARE 
Assistant Superintendent of Parks 
 
JULIA BERARDINELLI 
Office Assistant 

 COMMISSIONERS: 
MICHAEL J. FASULO 

Chairman 
 

MICHAEL T. DEFEO 
Vice Chairman 

 
ROBERT E. GALATI 

ALBERT A. NATELLI, JR. 
PETER J. ROMANO, JR. 

 

 

Town of Southington
PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

P.O. BOX 571, SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06489 
PHONE: (860) 276-6219       FAX: (860) 276-6204 

WWW.SOUTHINGTON.ORG 

BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS 
2016 Approved Meeting Schedule 

 
 
November 5, 2015 
 
The Southington Board of Parks Commissioners will meet in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 75 Main 
Street, at 6:30 PM on the first Wednesday of each month (unless otherwise noted) with the exception of 
June, August & September, when meetings will take place on the first Thursday of the month due to the 
“Music on the Green” concert series.  The Board does not meet in the month of July.   
 
Meeting dates for the year 2016 are as follows: 
 

Wednesday, January 6 

Wednesday, February 3 

Wednesday, March 2 

Wednesday, April 6 

Wednesday, May 4 

Thursday, June 2 

No Meeting in July 

Thursday, August 4 

Thursday, September 1 

Wednesday, October 5 

Wednesday, November 2 

Wednesday, December 7 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
David A. Lapreay 
Director of Recreation 
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